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SUPERINTENDENTS ARE ASKED GIVE INFORMATION 
CONCERNING CLASSIFICATION PUPILS 


FIND that school people are pretty well agreed that the most important 

administrative use which they can make the results testing secure 

better grouping children for purposes instruction. another 
page this issue editorial comment made the principles—or perhaps 
should say lack principles—which underlie the present system grading 
and classifying pupils. 

Realizing that the present system has “just grown up” and that such 
unguided development almost certainly productive waste and inefficiency, 
State Superintendent Riegel has appointed committee study the present 
methods classifying children they are operation Ohio, and make 
recommendations for improvement. This classification committee has analyzed 
the field its investigation into topics and sub-topics. sending the 
superintendents the state the results this analysis the form check 
list. this list the superintendents are asked indicate for each item 
whether their jurisdiction work going forward some definite and sig- 
nificant manner described the item. This schedule very easy make 
out. doubt any superintendent who well-informed conditions his 
district would take ten minutes put the check marks. Even took 
much longer, every superintendent owes his school system and the state 
whole make prompt report the committee. Probably superin- 
tendent will receive information blank this year which will connected 
with more important undertaking. 
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BUILDING PROGRAMS 
Stevenson 


Because the cessation building 
during the World War and also because 
the decreasing cost construction, 
many cities are now planning build 
additional school houses. the past 
the development school systems 
large number American cities has 
suffered greatly from lack definite 
building programs. The tendency has 
been build for immediate needs 
only, with little study the 
future development the locality. 
Any business corporation serving the 
public which does not plan terms 
the future needs the locality 
serves, will soon into the hands 
the receiver. The Bell Telephone 
Company makes extensive survey 
its territory regard past and 
future trends population before 
makes any extensions its lines. 
map your native city projected into 
1930 1940 would surprise you. You 
would observe new office building 
here, and new factory there. 
site now occupied second-class ten- 
ements, modern hotel appears. 
Theaters, school houses, churches, and 
apartment houses appear places 
where nothing the sort now exists. 
the telephone company has found 
advisable plan ahead and lay 
its cables and build its exchanges with 
its plans, why will not 
pay the school enlarge its plant 
accordance with similar plans? With 
the increasing demands made upon 
the public purse for educational pur- 
poses, the need for economy plan- 
ning for scientific rather than acci- 


dental development school building 
programs evident. 

Five distinct factors confront the 
superintendent who developing 
scientific school building program: 
(1) the population; (2) the existing 
school plant; (3) the ultimate school 
plant; (4) the money available pay 
for proposed extensions; and (5) how 
sell the program the public. 

Population Data—A study the 
present population should show: (1) 
the percent which the school popula- 
tion the entire population for 
the city and for the different sections 
the city, g., the foreign sections 
the percent children school 
age much larger than 
(2) the number children under 
school age especially those who should 
cared for the kindergarten; (3) 
the number children school age 
and what percent them are either 
public private schools since better 
school facilities often attract pupils 
from the private and parochial schools; 
(4) the number children both under 
and school age the different sec- 
tions the city and the outlying dis- 
tricts, village, the surround- 
ing communities, g., large suburban 
districts may any time become 
part the city. Therefore, before 
building sites are chosen and the size 
buildings determined, careful 
study these districts should 
made. Likewise, village superin- 
tendent should investigate the school 
population outside his immediate 
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school system not only because these 
pupils will come his high school but 
also because the consolidation dis- 
tricts may bring large number 
elementary 

Although important know 
the data concerning the present ages 
population, still more necessary 
estimate carefully the increase 
trends population the future. 
This may done studying the 
population over period twenty 
more years and estimating the 
future needs light recent develop- 
ments, such new industries city 
village. 

recent survey the housing 
problem Niles, Ohio, Professor 
George Twiss the Ohio State 
University made such study 
increase population over period 
five years and predicted the school 
population for 1925. The following 
condensed statement from his report: 
order know definitely how many 
buildings Niles will need immediately 
and the near future, house both 
the present excess children and the 
increasing numbers who are coming 
on, should able predict how 
many more children there will 
1925 than there are now. Table 
have the enrollments for all grades 
for the years 1915 and 1920. grades 
one eight, there were 1,432 pupils 


1915 and 2,210 pupils 1920. For 
these five years there was increase 
778 pupils 54.3 per cent. There 
were 316 high school pupils 1915 
and 400 1920, showing increase 
pupils 27.0 per cent, 

assume that these rates 
increase the various grades for the 
past five-year period will continue for 
the coming five-year period, can 
estimate the increase Septem- 
ber, 1925, taking percent 
2,210, the 1920 for grades 
one eight, and adding per- 
cent the 1920 enrollment grades 
nine twelve. The result 1,193 
plus 108, 1,301 for the entire city 
and for all grades. This rate 
has the average added the 
enrollment 260 pupils per year. The 
estimated enrollment for 1925 then 
3,403 for the elementary grades and 
508 for the high school. 

Engelhardt, his “School Building 
Program for Cities,” published 
Teachers College, New York, suggests 
the following data which will help- 
ful determining trends population 
regard educational expansion: 
(1) the number voters wards, 
(2) the number dwelling permits 
issued, (3) the present and proposed 
factories, (4) extension lines planned 
telephone companies, (5) the 
amount desirable territory still 

(Continued page 56.) 


TABLE ENROLLMENT—NILES, OHIO. 


Grades 


Five Year 
Increase 


Percent Increase for 
Five Years 


1432 2210 778 54.3 3403 
316 400 27.0 508 
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CLASSIFICATION PUPILS 


Group instruction replaced the age 
honored custom individual instruc- 
tion the charity schools the 
seventeenth century, because was 
more economical. During the struggle 
for tax-supported schools America, 
since rigid economy was necessary 
virtue school finance, group instruc- 
tion was adopted. this environ- 
ment the practice crystallized into 
the grading system today, based 
upon the theory “the average 
child” and delightful regularity: 
children the same age, the same 
room, receiving the same instruction, 
using the same textbooks, based upon 
the same prescribed course study. 
All this sameness has been supposed 
produce equality proficiency 
the part each pupil. 

The findings present day research 
not substantiate this claim. Mental 
tests have proved the “average child” 
myth and have emphasized 
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the fact individual peculiarities 
ability. The results educational 
tests have shown wide range and 
variety proficiency any subject 
spite the boasted similarity 
method The correla- 
tion mental age and achievement 
the various school subjects shows 
that the majority superior pupils 
are achieving less for their ability 
than those who have inferior capacity. 
These facts suggest that our schools 
have been fostering 
mediocrity the expense individual 
ability. 

Many schemes flexible grading 
have been proposed combat this 
danger. Three general classes may 
scrutinized: Grade groups are some- 
times classified terms ability, 
the pupils superior ability being 
allowed complete the elementary 
school shorter time than that 
prescribed. 
according subject allows the child 
advance any school subject 
according his proficiency therein 
regardless his actual grade ranking. 
The third plan provides for adapta- 
tion the curriculum the individual 
ability the pupil. Those inferior 
ability are only required cover 
minimum course study, while those 
superior ability are given 
enriched program. 

Examples any these three 
schemes are quite common and each 
has its enthusiastic adherents. Each 
plan has many advantages which 
give preference the rigid system 
grading when considered terms 
claims the individual pupil. 
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RESEARCH PROBLEMS 
Under this heading shall set problems which the Bureau 
Educational Research interested and which the co-operation 
the schools solicited. shall also present important questions 
topics which have been proposed the school people together 


with our comment them. 


Supervised Study 


The value supervised study has been 
investigated several minor studies. Few 
these studies have been scientific 
nature, that present have little data 
show that the supervision study tends 
toward more efficient instruction. The 
Bureau interested the solution this 
problem, and has graduate student who 
experienced schoolman, engaged 
gation the comparison the effi- 
ciency unsupervised classes with classes 
whose study supervised teachers who 
are actually trained supervision. 

order compare the efficiency two 
types instruction, (1) that 
the classes approximately the same 
size; (2) that the average intelligence the 
different classes the same; (3) that the 
variability intelligence the two classes 
the same; (4) that the time which the 
classes meet not too widely separated; 
(5) that either the same teachers teach- 
ers equal ability instruct one supervised 
section and one unsupervised section; and 
(6) that the same amount time 
devoted each type teaching. 

the development this project the 
technique supervised study will inves- 
tigated. Different types supervised study 
will compared, both with each other, 
and also with study. For 
example, one plan might have study 
and recitation periods alternate days, 
and another might have half the 
period given over recitation and the 
other study. 

order that the relative efficiency 
supervised and unsupervised classes may 
determined the progress made the pupils 
should measured. This may done 
giving school examinations standard- 


ized tests the beginning and the end 
the investigation. The classes which 
the largest amount 
made will indicate which method superior. 


The Teaching Composition 


part more general topic the 
effect intensive and extensive teaching, 
the Bureau Educational Research pro- 
poses study the question teaching 
composition. Two distinct methods will 
investigated. The first, called the intensive 
method, consists teaching composition 
requiring one long exercise per week from 
each child. The other, called the extensive 
method, consists requiring short 
exercise per day from each child. 

All other conditions wil) made nearly 
the same possible. The attempt will 
secure the co-operation departmental 
teachers. This, hoped, will permit the 
investigation the two methods applied 
two classes taught the same teacher. 
will desirable that these classes 
substantially the same size and the same 
initial mental ability and ability write 
English. 

minutes per week can devoted 
composition, the intensive method would 
require somewhat the following procedure. 
The class might taught two periods 
minutes each. one these periods 
preparation for the composition might 
means outlines, discussions, 
readings, etc., and the other the weekly 
composition might written. Provision 
should, course, made one the other 
these periods for discussions and crit- 
icisms the compositions written the pre- 
vious week. effort should made 


suggest entirely workable method which. 


would commend itself the practical 
teacher. 


The extensive method which requires 
piece written work every day would also 
devote minutes per week the class 
work. This would allow minutes each 
school day. part the time would 
devoted preparation for the next exercise 
and discussion previous work. The 
actual writing the exercise might con- 
sume from five eight minutes. would 
desirable that the amount time actually 
devoted the children the writing 


the exercises should the same both 
the intensive and the extensive methods. 

Methods making records and moti- 
vating the work have been devised and will 
form part the details furnished those 
who co-operate this investigation. 

graduate student studying this ques- 
tion connection with the work the 
Bureau. Superintendents and teachers who 
are interested this project are invited 
communicate with the Bureau. 


EDUCATIONAL READINGS 


Under the heading Readings” plan furnish 
pointers educational research material. shall not confine our- 
selves recent publications* nor publications any particular 
type. shall consider recency, availability, and usefulness; but the 
greatest these usefulness. 


Davis, problems arising 
the administration depariment 


detailed article the experience the 
Jackson, Michigan, Written clear, read- 
able style and full suggestions for those 
who have testing programs organize and 
administer. 


grade six arithmetics. shows the 
number abstract examples and verbal 
problems each arithmetic, and classifies 
the latter according the dperations 
involved and according their subject 
matter. The criterion subject matter 
derived from occupations and other life 
activities. interesting comparison 
made the proportion problems con- 
cerned with certain basic industries and the 
proportion the working population the 
United States which employed these 
industries. 


This article contains digest the legis- 
lation dealing with defective children pre- 
pared Dr. Wallin for the Missouri 
Children’s Code Commission. General rules 
and regulations are given. Then the rules 
and regulations are suggested which should 
govern the different types special classes, 
namely, those for the feeble-minded, intel- 
lectually backward, sensory defectives, 
crippled children, and those suffering from 


speech defects. 
The abbreviations publications are used this R., Journal Educational 


Educational and Supervision; Elementary School Journal; 


diagnostic and remedial activity 

This something directly from the firing 
line. concerned with raising the level 
teaching through the use tests. The 
particular instruments are the Woody 
arithmetic tests. 


SPAULDING, analysis the content 
4:413, Dec., 1921. 

All those who are interested the con- 
tents textbooks and their selection will 
glad read this article. The 
data concern the offerings for the third 


29, 1922 


mary 

This pamphlet dozen pages, written 
the primary supervisor Springfield, 
Ohio, and published the printing depart- 
ment the Springfield High School, 
worth careful reading. 

are set forth simple language, some 
the conclusions which have been reached 
those who not write simply. Sug- 
gestions the class room procedure 
which these conclusions justify are stated 
and concrete illustrations method are 
presented. The author believes that some 
silent reading should taught from the 
time the child begins school. Those who are 
interested the teaching silent reading 
primary grades will well secure this 
pamphlet. 


“The Enid plan classification pupils 
according mental 

Under this title Superintendent 
Price, Enid, Oklahoma, has issued bul- 
letin response numerous requests from 
schoolmen, giving details his method 
procedure. The plan one classifying 
pupils such way that ‘‘on the one hand 
so-called ‘failure’ unnecessary and success 
large probability; and the other 
hand pupils superior ability may advance 
more rapidly than they have the past 
doing work somewhat different nature 
from that attempted three- 
fold grouping the basis mental tests 
(the Binet-Simon scale was used teachers 
trained for the purpose) resulted the plac- 
ing percent the children the 
group lowest ability, percent the 
group average ability, and percent 
the group highest ability. Superintendent 
Price gives the rate which advancing 
the pupils each these groups. For 
example, the course for superior pupils con- 
templates that the first year children will 
cover the work the present first grade and 
half the work the second grade. That 
the average pupils takes one year for each 
grade; while the course for pupils low 
ability adjusted that six grades may 
covered eight years. The superior pu- 


pils might complete the eight grades six 
years, but Superintendent Price provides for 
superior eighth grade and for promotion 
the high school the end the seventh 
school year. gives some details concern- 
ing the subjects taught the course for 
children. 

Each teacher has three groups with dif- 
ferent subject matter for each day’s work. 
The teachers feared that the work would 
made more difficult and wearisome, but 
judging from their response unsigned 
questionnaire, their fears have been ground- 
less. 

concluding his pamphlet Superintend- 
ent Price says: ‘‘Every teacher the sys- 
tem now favorable every question 
the questionnaire. The plan work- 
ing out exceedingly well and has given 
desirable results and produced benefits not 
anticipated its 


psychology high school 
ber, 1921. 

Believing that individual and social psy- 
chology may serve safeguard the 
average individual, this author recommends 
that psychology given some place the 
work senior high schools and junior col- 
leges. assistance this end, the 
answers obtained from questionnaire sent 
the better American psychologists 
are listed under three heads: erroneous 
notions relative mind and human behav- 
ior; important facts relative mind and 
human behavior; and desirable reference 
shelf for social and individual psychology. 


for silent reading 22:269-78. 
Dec., 1921. 


This article discusses the diagonistic 
value which the class-room teacher may 
gain from using the new ‘‘Picture Supple- 
ment Scales for Measuring Ability Silent 
Desirable forms tabulation 
are given which facilitate the determination 
individual difficulties and means over- 
coming them. 
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Pressey, reading tests 
Nov. 1921. 


This article describes test silent 
reading for the primary grades intended 
investigate the speed and vocabulary the 
individual pupils. Some account the 
method validating these tests given 
and instructions tabulating results 
order gain the best diagnostic data. 


This investigation the widely held 
belief “that individual differences are 
greater during adolescene than any other 
time life and that the development from 
childhood adolescence not gradual but 
The conclusion that the law 
increased variability adolescence does 
not hold for mental traits, based upon 
measurements and tables, which have 
already appeared studies the mental 
traits school children, made other 
well-known investigators. 


7:427-32, Nov., 1921. 


This article describes 
system interpreting the scores 
standardized educational tests made 
grade. Graphs and tables are given 
containing results from actual case and 
the diagnostic possibilities are shown. 


Vol. 63, No. 5:29-30., 
Nov., 1921. 


This clear and convincing statement 
the problems arising from the fact that 
the teachers not remain long one 
position. group the causes teacher 
migration given. valuable summary 
opinions gathered from the educational 
authorities the country connection 
with working out tenure system given 
toward the end the article. 


BULLETIN 


Superintendent Foltz, New 
Washington, writes that $200,000 
building program being started 
New Washington. This will provide 
approximately $300,000 buildings, 
grounds, and equipment for school and 
community purposes. Superintendent 
Foltz working toward organiza- 
tion the 6-6 plan, ¢., six-year 
elementary school and six-year high 
school. His enrollment for the six-year 
high school will approximately 140 
pupils. looking for suggestions 
from people who have been operating 
particularly interested the possibility 
having one teacher for each major 
subject who will develop the work 
through the entire six upper grades. 
Any one who operating such sys- 
tem who has suggestions ques- 
tions concerning will well 
communicate with Superintendent 
Foltz with the Bureau Educa- 
tional Research. Communications sent 
the Bureau will placed Super- 
intendent Foltz’ disposal. They will 
also filed for the benefit others. 


BUILDING PROGRAMS 
(Continued from Page 51) 


available for homes, (6) the increase 


elementary school children the 


different sections, (7) the growth 
the city land additions, (8) the 
prospective street railway extensions, 
(9) changes types dwelling 
houses, such single dwellings 
apartments, and (10) changes the 
racial make-up the population. 


(To continued) 
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